
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Lord, Increase Our Faith
Which Shows Itself in Persistent Prayer

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

October 16, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Disciples of Jesus need to learn how to pray. We need Jesus to teach us 
to ask for those things which our Father in heaven promises us. We 
need to learn to claim in prayer what he wants for us more than what 
we want from him. However, learning to pray is not like many of the 
other things we learn to do in our lives. Once we know how to write  
our name, tie our shoes, or ride a bike, the learning is done. There is 

virtually no danger we will forget how to do those things. Not so with prayer. Prayer is not 
something we learn to do once and then know how to do correctly for the rest of our lives. 
Learning to pray consists of a lifetime of persistence and struggle. But when we struggle with 
God in prayer, it is not an indication that something is wrong but that everything is right. 
Struggle is part of the very nature of prayer and at the heart of the blessings it brings in our lives 
of faith.
Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 10 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the blue hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 873 Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191



6

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
God, our refuge and strength, have mercy on your church as we come in prayer before you. 
Answer us not in judgment on our sins but in peace and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading Genesis 32:22–30
In praying for blessing, Jacob literally wrestles with God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 121D Keep Me as the Apple of Your Eye

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains—
    where does my help / come from?
My help comes / from the LORD,
    the maker of heav- / en and earth.
He will not let your / foot slip—
    he who watches over you will not / slumber;
indeed, he who watches over / Israel
    will neither slum- / ber nor sleep.   Refrain
 
The LORD watches / over you—
    the LORD is your shade at / your right hand;
the sun will not harm / you by day,
    nor the / moon by night.
The LORD will keep you / from all harm—
    he will watch o- / ver your life;
the LORD will watch over your coming and / going
    both now and for- / evermore.
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Jane Marshall. Tune: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading 1 John 5:13–15
Pray confidently according to God’s will and you will receive what you ask for.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 1 Peter 5:7

Pastor sings:
Cast all your anxie-/ ty on him
because he / cares for you.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 18:1–8
Jesus teaches us to be bold and persistent in our prayers.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children's Message
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Hymn of the Day 723 When in the Hour of Utmost Need

Sermon  The Proper Way to Pray

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we 
live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory.
Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
 
Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and 
demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and 
our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.
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Instill in the hearts of children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help 
them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and 
lasting joy. Encourage more people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.   
 
Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are 
afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the 
mourners who miss someone they loved.
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help them when we can.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
 
Silent prayer
 
Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, 
prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 199

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin.

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God CW 202
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 951 Lord, Now You Let Your Servant



15

Take Home/Bible Study Questions 

1.     1 John 5:14-15 can be misunderstood at times. At first glance, what misguided thoughts 
might those verses bring about concerning prayer?

a.   Reading a little more closely (and applying what else the Bible says about prayer), what 
is actually being said?

2.     The surrounding context of Genesis 32 is helpful in understanding why Jacob does what   
he does in those verses AND why it matters so much. Read Genesis 27:1-28:5 and Genesis 
32:2-21. 

a. As you read, note why it would be so valuable for Jacob to pray properly to God.

b. Then read Genesis 33:4. How did God answer Jacob’s prayer?

c. Discuss/Apply: Prayer is often a struggle, even for a Christian. Why is that? Why is the 
struggle a good thing?

3.     The Psalm of the Day, Psalm 121, reminds us that God neither slumbers nor sleeps;             
he watches over our entire lives—our comings and our goings. What comforts and 
encouragements do those truths give you, specifically when it comes to prayer?
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Quality of Life and Godly Aging
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Voters’ Meeting Oct. 18 | 6:30 PM

Our quarterly Voters' Meeting is this Tuesday, October 18 at 6:30 pm. Additional reports were 
added to your mailslot this week.  Please take time to review them before the meeting.

Take the Meal Kit Challenge
Inflation is hitting lower income families hard. They are turning to our church and the local food 
pantry more often. The current stock in our in-house food pantry is sparse. While any donations 
are appreciated, we challenge you to donate an entire meal. If you buy a box of cheesy potatoes, 
get some canned ham, and a vegetable as well. Instead of just donating a can of tomatoes, pick 
up a can of chili (no beans), some chili-flavored beans, and a box of crackers. If you buy a box of 
rice pilaf, also purchase a can of chicken, and a vegetable. You get the idea.  Meal kits like this 
make it easier for the pastors to put together a bag of groceries for someone and know the family 
will be able to use what they receive. Other ideas: soup, crackers & peanut butter; pancake mix 
& syrup; oatmeal & dried fruit; mashed potatoes, gravy mix, canned meat & a vegetable; or dry 
cereal & shelf-stable milk. Donations can be brought to the office or placed in the bin across 
from the mailslots. We hope you take the challenge!

Volunteers Needed                                 Oct. 31 | 4:30-6:30 PM

Help us show families that Christians are not so scary. Volunteer 
to distribute candy from your vehicle at Trunk-or-Treat on 
Halloween night. The more cars we have in our parking lot, the 
more likely families are to stop.  You can go all out by dressing in 
costume, decorating your vehicle, and/or having a game so the 
kids “earn” their candy. But that is not necessary; just being there 
with a bowlful of candy is fine.  To volunteer, please sign up at 
the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center. If you can’t volunteer, 
donations of candy are appreciated; we don’t want to run out.
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The Baking Continues Oct. 19 | 1:30 PM  

Baking for the Craft & Bake Sale will continue this Wednesday, 
October 19 at 1:30. Apple peelers will be needed. Would you 
consider helping?

If you have been blessed with or have access to potatoes, onions, 
or carrots, you may bring your donations to the kitchen starting 
October 24. These will be used to make hardy potato soup, 
which will be sold at the Craft and Bake Sale.

Help with Hurricane Clean Up
Kingdom Workers is seeking volunteers to help our church communities along the Gulf Coast 
of Florida rebuild after the devastating damage done by hurricane Ian. Type of work includes 
shingle repair, interior and exterior cleanup, and demolition of damaged drywall and insulation. 
For more information, visit KingdomWorkers.com/volunteer.

Fall Concerts at NLHS This Week
Northland Lutheran High School will hold their fall band and choir concert this Sunday 
afternoon, October 16 at 3:00 pm. Everyone is invited.  A couple of teens from our church will 
be in this concert. Come hear how they put their God-given talents to work.

The Martin Luther College Choir hold a brief concert at Northland Lutheran High School 
on Wednesday, October 19 at 1:00 pm.  Anyone is welcome attend.

Area WELS Youth Night Next Sunday Oct. 23 | 5:45-8:30 PM

At WELS Youth Night, teens will experience an inspiring evening of games, music, prayer, Bible 
message, small group discussion, and fun with other high school students - public, private, and 
home school. The goal is for teens to see that they are not alone and to enjoy the faith they share 
with others. The first WELS Youth Night in our area is next Sunday, October 23 from 5:45-8:30 
pm at Northland Lutheran High School. This event is free and students are encouraged to invite 
a friend! Pizza will be provided. 

Save the Date for WELS Night at the Bucks Dec. 30

The Milwaukee Bucks are proud to welcome WELS members for a night out at Fiserv Forum 
December 30 as the Milwaukee Bucks take on the Minnesota Timberwolves. Ticket prices range 
anywhere between $45-$125 depending on your seating choice. (No ticket is necessary for kids 
under age 2.) To receive the WELS discount and sit near other WELS attendees, contact the 
church office for a special link. When purchasing tickets, use promo code: WELS to unlock our 
special pricing. The ticket ordering deadline is November 28.

SAVE THE DATE

Craft & Bake Sale
Saturday, Nov. 5 

9:00-12:00

Sunday, Nov. 6 
after worship
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Learn About Our New Audio Mixer Oct. 23 | 9:15 AM

Larry Klish plans to install our new audio mixer this week, so it is ready for the services next 
Sunday, October 23.  If anyone would like to view the new equipment and possibly learn to use 
it, Larry be available between services on October 23 to demonstrate it to you. 

Be a Wildcat for a Day Oct. 21

7th & 8th grade students are invited to experience a typical day at Northland Lutheran High 
School this Friday, October 21. Why not check out this Christian option for high school?  If 
interested, please contact NLHS at 715-359-3400.

Community Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 23 & 24

Preparations are well underway for the Community Thanksgiving Dinner to be hosted at St. 
Paul’s on Thanksgiving Day. Once again meals will be carry out only, with delivery to qualifying 
individuals. Help is needed on Nov. 23 & 24 to prepare, serve, and deliver meals.  Contact Nicole 
Sukow (715-572-6751) to volunteer.  To receive a meal, you must call 715-575-9610 between Nov. 
7 and Nov. 14 (9:00 am-4:00 pm) to make a reservation. Each of the last two Thanksgivings, we 
have served over 500 meals, so this is a much needed ministry in our community.

Missions Communications Specialist Needed
The WELS Center for Mission and Ministry in Waukesha is seeking a Missions Communications 
Specialist to be responsible for promotional content creation across various print and digital 
media platforms for WELS Home, World, and Joint Missions. Assist in developing, executing, 
and monitoring the WELS Missions marketing strategies. For more information, visit WELS.net 
and click on Careers at the bottom of the page.

Special Prayers This Week:
 Bob & Katie Schalow’s 57th wedding anniversary 
 Sara Batzer’s 71st birthday
 Sharon LaFontaine’s husband, Tom, passed away. His funeral was last week.
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Calendar October 16-23

Sunday          8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
3:00 PM Fall Concert at NLHS

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
4:30 PM Choir practice in the balcony 
6:30 PM Voters’ Meeting 

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
1:00 PM Martin Lutheran College Choir at NLHS
1:30 PM Pie Making Session in the cafeteria
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Bible Study Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
5:45 PM WELS Youth Night at NLHS

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  222

Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 266,469
Actual offerings YTD:          $  194,255

Upcoming Events
Oct. 27-28 ~ Teachers’ Conference in Milwaukee
Oct. 31 ~ Trunk-or-Treat
Nov 5 & 6 ~ Craft & Bake Sale
Nov. 9 ~ Veterans Day Observance

 

This is the confidence 
that we have before him: 
that if we ask anything 
according to his will, 
HE HEARS US. 

– 1 John 5:14
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


